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INTRODUCTION

Positive Women Network (PWN+), a national self-help organization of women living with HIV, has been functioning from its headquarters at Chennai since October 1998. It is an affiliated organization of the national network, INP+.

The goal of PWN+ is to improve the quality of life of women living with HIV in India. 

REPORT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR 2004 – 2005

Overview

Positive Women Network, functioning as a national organization, has been able to actively extend its services beyond the southern regions this year. The progress of activity has been greatly achieved through the hard efforts of the board members and partners at state level (INP+ state level networks).

This year, PWN+ has gradually scaled up its activities from mobilizing to capacity building and the formation of women’s wings within state levels networks. The most vital achievement of PWN+ this year was that the ‘Vision’ document of PWN+ was developed through the contribution of WLHA from over 14 states in India. A brief note on all PWN+ activities for the period from April 2004 – March 2005 is given below:

SECTION I - Governance

Board members

The board members of PWN+ were as follows:

Ms.Kousalya-President

Ms.Asha-Vice President

Ms.Padmaja-General secretary

Ms.Varalakshmi-Treasurer

Ms.Bindu-Joint Secretary

Ms.Shabana-Executive member

Ms.Daxa- Executive member

SECTION II - Major programmes of PWN+

Public hearings on ‘Addressing concerns of Women living with HIV’ in Kerala

Funded by National Commission for Women

The National Commission for Women, New Delhi, called for public hearings for women living with HIV to express their issues to the society. This hearing was conducted as a result of the documentation on issues of WLHA ‘positive speaking’, a study done by PWN+ and CFAR, which brought out the human rights violations of WLHA. This was organized in the month of April 2004. The recommendations of the hearings were submitted to the NCW for dissemination.

Legal Literacy Workshops for WLHA at district levels in Tamil Nadu

Funded by TNSACS – UNDP
Legal literacy workshops were conducted in April 2004 for WLHA in the districts of Namakkal, Madurai, Theni, Trichy and Perambalur. These workshops were facilitated by PWN+ staff and Ms. Geetha Ramaseshan (advocate) and provided WLHA with a basic understanding on the functioning of law, gender stereotypes, and CEDAW.

South Visioning Workshop

A visioning workshop was organized in the Southern region in November 2004, which contributed towards the vision document of PWN+.

Shaping a New Reality – Towards a Multi-sectoral Response: A National Consultation on Women living with HIV/AIDS

Funded by NACO, UNAIDS, UNICEF, UNIFEM, UNDP
The second National Consultation was organized in New Delhi by PWN+ in partnership with NACO and INP+ with support from UNAIDS, UNICEF, UNIFEM, and UNDP, from 7-9 December 2004. Technical support was provided by CFAR. This consultation brought together over 150 WLHA from around 16 states in India, and focused on the need for a multi-sectoral response to HIV, with specific reference to Government departments and Ministries. A declaration by women living with HIV was brought out at the end of the consultation.

Policy and Programmes Training Workshop for WLHA

Funded by UNICEF

This two-day workshop was organized in November 2004 facilitated by CFAR, and supported by UNICEF. This workshop focused on imparting training to WLHA on key policies and programmes of 8 Government departments – Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Department of Education, Department of Women and Child Development, Department of Social Welfare, Department of Rural and Urban Development, Railways, Department of Youth and Sports, and Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. WLHA from 8 states participated in the workshop.

Advocacy Workshop for Women living with HIV

Funded by Asia Pacific Network of people living with HIV

This workshop provided 12 WLHA activists from 7 states and 4 staff of PWN+ a basic orientation on the key concepts of advocacy. This workshop conducted from the 2nd to the 5th of February 2005 in Chennai was facilitated by Ms. Susan Paxton of Australia.

SECTION III - Projects

Positive Women Network was involved in the following projects during the year.

Networking and Advocacy of women living with HIV/AIDS

Funded by TNSACS, Tamil Nadu.

This project involved counseling, networking, advocacy and group initiation of women living with HIV at district levels in Tamil Nadu. This project completed in the month of April 2004. An extension was given for four months for the same project from May – August 2004. Thirunelveli, Virudhunagar and Kanyakumari districts were covered under this project.

Mobilizing women living with HIV in eight districts in Tamil Nadu

Funded by TNSACS

This project began from February 2005 and was for a period of three months. It was a short-term project. Key contacts worked intensively for these three months in 8 districts of Tamil Nadu. Counseling, support group meetings, awareness and outreach programmes, advocacy meetings, and networking were the key activities.

Positive Living IEC Documentation

Funded by TNSACS

PWN+ initiated a project to document case studies on positive living of WLHA at district levels in Tamil Nadu. Various case studies were collected for documentation during the year.

Youth Ambassadors for Positive Living Project

Funded by Commonwealth Youth Programme, Chandigarh

Youth Awareness Programmes in colleges were conducted regularly by involving women living with HIV as positive speakers under the CYP project. The role of youth in de-stigmatizing HIV / AIDS was focused upon. Information materials were also distributed. Volunteerism among them was encouraged. The main aim of the project was for using the services of young people living with HIV /AIDS to create awareness on HIV/AIDS. As a result of the success of the college programmes, the positive speakers of PWN+ were invited to the camps organized by youth groups to address people in the community also. This project completed in the month of June 2004.

Drop-In Centre for Women Living with HIV in Chennai

Funded by CAPACS, Chennai

This programme focused on establishment of a drop-in centre in Chennai to enable WLHA to access information, psychosocial support, counseling, and other referral services. WLHA were encouraged to visit the drop-in centre during the daytime for relaxation purposes also. Networking with all the VCTCs, PPTCTs, and hospitals in Chennai was done. This project was initiated in January 2004 and was extended for the next year also from January 2005.

Empowering WLHA through visioning, capacity building and advocacy

Funded by UNIFEM

This project was for a period of nine months, from July 2004 to March 2005. Under this project, two legal literacy workshops were organized for WLHA in Andhra Pradesh (August 2004) and Gujarat (Sep 2004). Two visioning workshops of PWN+ were organized - North region (New Delhi, Oct 2004) and Northeast region (Guwahati, Nov 2004), through which a nation wide consensus on common objectives, strategies, and enabling processes and activities was developed. A vision document of PWN+ was brought out, with support from UNIFEM, UNICEF, and UNAIDS. From this event a gender training workshop was planned for March 2005 to facilitate a better understanding of issues particular to women and thereby motivating network members to be partner advocates in development programmes for women living with HIV.

Initiating support groups (women wing) for WLHA at state levels

Funded by AJWS

This project aimed at initiating support groups (women’s wings) at state level in order to facilitate an enabling environment for women living with HIV. Through needs assessment the needs of WLHA would be identified. 

A platform to strengthen the voice of women’s groups to advocate for their rights thereby contributing towards the cause would be created. The states of Gujarat, Maharashtra and Kerala were covered under this project. This one-year project began from February 2005.

Strengthen PLWHA networks on National and State Advocacy for Health and Work Place Issues (AVAHAN Project)

Funded by INP+ through FHI/GATES 

The project involved capacity of PWN+ and WLHA to effectively advocate for WLHA in the AVAHAN states (Tamilnadu, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Manipur, and Nagaland). 

The activities included organizing a capacity building workshop on policies and programmes of the Government of India for WLHA from various states, and building the secretariat office of Positive Women Network. This first year of the project began from August 2004.

Capacity – building of Women living with HIV in Karnataka – Implemented by Women’s forum of KNP+

Funded by ICHAP, Karnataka 

This project involved organizing capacity-building programmes for women living with HIV from seven districts in the state of Karnataka. Key contacts at district levels were identified, advocacy programmes, support group meetings, were done. This project was implemented by the Women’s forum of KNP+ and was technically supported by PWN+. This one-year project finished in March 2005, with an extension of 1 month.

SECTION IV - Key Activities

Development of IEC materials

A number of IEC materials were developed this year. Some were developed through direct funding for IEC and some through other projects of the network.

Posters – Declaration by WLHA, Advocacy for a multi-sector stakeholder response, positive living poster in 6 languages, and stigma and discrimination advocacy poster (with CFAR), nutrition poster in Tamil.

Brochures – PWN+ brochure in English, Law brochure in Tamil.

Vision document of positive women Network

Workshop Reports – Legal literacy workshops, Gender Workshop, Advocacy workshop.

Others – Referral card for drop-in centre, handbills about drop-in centre.

Capacity – Building programmes 

(Organized by PWN+ / attended by PWN+ members & staff)

April 2004:

· ARV training – Facilitated by Dr. Venkatesh

· Basic facts of HIV, nutrition, communication, ARV – facilitated by PWN+ in Andhra Pradesh.

· Legal literacy training in Namakkal, Trichy, and Theni – facilitated by Ms. Geetha (Advocate) and PWN+

May 2004:

· Leadership and Advocacy – facilitated by APN+ at Bali

· Communication and Advocacy workshop – Facilitated by PWN+

· Basic facts on HIV, sex and sexuality, positive living – facilitated by PWN+ and KNP+ women’s forum in Bangalore.

· Human rights and Law – Facilitated by Lawyers collective, and organized by KNP+ women’s forum and PWN+ in Mysore.

August 2004 

· Legal literacy training for WLHA – Facilitated by MARG, and organized by PWN+, TNP+ in Hyderabad.

September 2004

· Legal literacy training for WLHA – facilitated by MARG, and organized by PWN+, GSNP+ in Surat

· Street play training – facilitated by Daniel, INP+, in Chennai

October 2004

· Basics of HIV – organized by CAPACS in Chennai.

November 2004:

· Policy training – facilitated by Ms. Akila Sivadas and Ms. Aarthi Pai, CFAR, in Chennai

· Advocacy training – facilitated by UNAIDS and organized by INP+, in Bangalore

January 2005

· Human rights fact-finding and investigation techniques – Organized by AICUF, in Chennai

February 2005:

· Advocacy training – facilitated by Ms. Susan Paxton in Chennai

· Social marketing of condoms – organized by CAPACS in Madurai.

· AJWS orientation training and research methodologies – Facilitated by INP+ and PWN+

· SWADHAR training – facilitated by Ministry of social defense and DWCD

· Orientation for district level key contacts of Tamil Nadu – facilitated by PWN+ in Chennai

March 2005:

· Management training programme – Facilitated by Open Minds

· Gender training – Facilitated by Ms. Vidya Shah, Breakthrough

· Policy training workshop – Facilitated by Ms. Aarthi Pai, CFAR

· Visioning workshop for KNP+ women’s forum – facilitated by PWN+ in Bangalore.

SECTION V - State Reports

Tamilnadu

The major activities included peer counseling, networking and advocacy with Government and non-government agencies, initiating and strengthening district level networks, conducting school/college programmes and advocacy. Districts covered this year in Tamil Nadu included Thirunelveli, Virudhunagar, Kanyakumari, Erode, Coimbatore, Madurai, Perambalur, Namakkal, Vellore, Theni

The issues, which were taken up for advocacy during the year included:

· Removal of old and insensitive IEC materials.

· Quack doctors’ menace

· Health care discrimination issue against WLHA in Government hospitals and in PPTCTs

Successful change through networking:

· Sponsorship for children’s education.

· Sponsorship for small savings schemes of members.

Exhibition Booth in Siruvachur, Peramabalur District: A two day programme was organized by PWN+ on 5 and 6th of may 2004 to cover the village community attending the local festival. The programme included a counselling booth and an exhibition centre. This event was supported by TNSACS.
Trip for Women and Children from Chennai: A one-day trip was organized for women living with HIV and their children to VGP Golden Beach as part of Children’s summer holiday plan. About 76 members including children were present.
Visit from Malaysian Minister: A key networking initiative occurred when the minister for sports and youth development from Malaysia visited PWN+ office on June 15th 04.

Positive Living Project in Namakkal: is a partnership project of INP+ and PWN+ and implemented through the district level network, HUNS in Namakkal. The project focuses on developing the capacity of the network to provide quality services to people living with HIV including women and children in Namakkal district. PWN+ provides monitoring and technical inputs on women and children components .The major Programme components that PWN+ provides support include networking with NGO’s working with SHG, design Programmes for women’s forum, plan support group meeting that address needs for women Living with HIV and children and linkages with Government departments for women and children components. In the area of children support is provided for Life skills education, Children’s club Programme, child counseling etc. Training the team members in Namakkal as facilitators for the Programme components for women and children is also done by PWN+.

Andhra Pradesh

A training was facilitated in Hyderabad by Ms. Padmaja and Ms.Julie in April 2004 for WLHA from various districts in Andhra Pradesh. This was organized by Technical resource unit.

Legal literacy workshop was organized for women living with HIV from 8 districts of Andhra Pradesh in August 2004. This was jointly organized by TNP+ and PWN+, with support from UNIFEM and MARG. There was active representation from Andhra Pradesh in the National consultation of WLHA in New Delhi in December 2004.

Kerala

A state level public hearing was organized in April 2004 in Trivandrum. The issue of school discrimination and treatment discrimination was addressed. This was supported by NCW, New Delhi.

An initial amount of Rs.5000/ was given for initiating a small income generation programme in Kerala.

The women members in Kerala initiated an interaction with key Government departments, and visited the ministries for identifying policies and programmes for women and children. Follow-up was done regularly to increase access to schemes for women. There was active representation from Kerala in the National consultation of WLHA in New Delhi in December 2004.

The key contact of AJWS project in Kerala met with the representatives of the Rural and education department to express the concerns of children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS. Mr.Sajan Peter, the secretary of the education department expressed his support and the inclusion of People living with HIV in the awareness programmes organized for student youth. 

The representative of the social welfare department was contacted and support for Income generation programme for women living with HIV was learnt. Further follow-up will be made through the district social welfare department by the district contacts.

Gujarat

The women’s forum has been initiated in this state. Small Income generation programmes have been initiated for women Living with HIV with the support of ladies circle and products made have been marketed in workshops organized by PWN+ and NGO’s working in HIV/AIDS.

Legal Literacy Workshop:

A legal literacy workshop was organized in Surat with 30 WLHA from various districts participating in the programme. This was organized by PWN+ and GSNP+, supported by UNIFEM, and facilitated by MARG.
Advocacy Programme at Surat District: On 11th March 2005 Nehru Yuva Kendra (NYK) and GSNP+ organized an Advocacy programme at Kosamba Taluk at Surat. About 85 rural women were participated in the event between the age group of 18-75 years old. This meeting was held as a follow-up to the case at Dharasana village who was killed due to her HIV status. Ms.Daxa disclosed her status and revealed the severity misconception causes on people living with HIV. The village community agreed to support the cause of HIV/AIDS and assured that such instances would not occur in future.

Follow-up Programme-Sensitization Programme at Dharasana Village:

Following this a sensitization programme was organized at Dharasana village on 18th March 2005 on the issue of Ms.Sumitra being killed due to her HIV status.  About 200 village people attended the programme.  The programme also facilitated a supportive response from the community towards the issue of HIV/AIDS.

Meeting with WLHA at Hazira Area, Surat: A discussion meeting was facilitated with women Living with HIV organized at Reliance Centre. The discussion included topics on Nutrition, treatment &Yoga.  Dr. Mewara provided them information on these topics and health check-up was also organized. The members have also shown interest in Income generation programmes.

Ms. Daxa  organized Support group meeting on 19th March 2005 for women living with HIV and Income generation training was provided. About 15 members participated.  Ms.Madhu (L&T President) and Dr.Pradip Pethe were the resource persons invited.

IGP meeting: A meeting was organized with Ms.Madhu, President of the Ladies club division on 5th March 2005 and the need for IGP initiatives with the support of Raw materials, training and Marketing were discussed and support for women living with HIV was generated. By L&T ladies club support in Surat IGP centre had started on 12th May 2005. 
Positive Speaker Bureau: Basic facts on HIV/AIDS, Issues of women Living with HIV were presented to a group of 150 girl students from 9th to 12th standard Girl students. Ms.Daxa also shared her living experience to the students. Ms.Daxa & Ms.Asha represented as a Positive Speaker in a programme organized by the Reliance ladies club on 12th July 2005.Through this programme they have been motivated to support 20 children for nutrition & ladies club member adopted this childrens. In all over Gujarat there are total 10 WLHA are Positive Speakers & also second panel leaders Ms.Asha soni (President of women forum), Ms. Rani Parekh (Treasurer of women forum)  
Maharashtra

Income generation programmes and support group meetings for women Living with HIV are being organized periodically with the support of other agencies.

PPTCT programme: Ms.Shabana was invited as a panelist for a programme organized by Mumbai state AIDS control society for prevention of parent to child transmission programme on 9th March 2005 at Sion Hospital to share experiences of living with HIV.

Training programme for women Living with HIV: 3-day training workshop was organized by the State Resource Centre, Pune on 15th March 2005 to 17th March 2005 at J.P.Naik Centre, Pune in which representatives from the women’s forum participated.
SECTION VI - Representation of PWN+ Board members in other committees

Ms. P. Kousalya, President, PWN+ 

· TNSACS Executive committee

· Global coalition of WLHA

· ICW – Asia trustee

· UNIFEM-Gender and AIDS committee

Ms.Asha Ramaiah, Vice president, PWN+ 

· Sex workers collective board – advisory committee member from may 2004.

· Resource person- school AIDS education program - since September 2003

· Resource person - on request – for training of officials

Ms.Padmaja, General Secretary, PWN+

· CAPACS executive committee

Ms. Shabana Patel, Office bearer, PWN+ 

· Executive committee member, Mumbai district AIDS control society

SECTION VII – PWN+ representation in Workshops/Conferences

International:

· Ms. Kousalya, Ms. Padmaja and Ms. Shanthi participated in the International AIDS Conference in Bangkok from 6th to 18th July 2004.

· Ms. Kousalya participated in the UNFPA conference in New York in June 2004.

· Ms. Kousalya, and Ms. Shabana participated in the World food programme in Delhi in December 2004.
National:

· Ms. Julie attended a national consultative meeting on WLHA organized by UNIFEM in September 2004.

· Ms. Kousalya participated in an advocacy workshop on safe mobility in Chennai in November 2004.

· Ms. Padmaja participated in a national AVAHAN partners meeting in November 2004 in Chennai. Ms. Lavanya participated in the national consultation on project H 13 in Kolkatta on February 12th 2005.

· Ms. Kousalya participated in the AMTC workshop in Bombay organized by Lawyers collective in March 2005.

· Ms. Kousalya participated in a national stakeholders workshop organized by NACO in March 2005 in Delhi.

· Ms. Usha participated in the national consultation meeting of drug use prevention and transmission in Delhi on March 12th and 13th 05.

· Ms. Leena participated as a resource person in a national workshop for PLWHA on legal and ethical issues in HIV/AIDS in Delhi in March 2005.

· Ms Padmaja and Ms. Lavanya attended a national proposal development workshop of UNODC in New Delhi on March 23rd and 24th 05.

· Ms. Kousalya participated in the national consultation on orphans and vulnerable children in New Delhi on 28th and 29th March 2005.

Regional:

· Ms. Kousalya and Ms. Julie participated in the regional Youth ambassadors programme from May 5th – 9th 2004 in Malaysia.

· Ms. Bindu and Ms. Lavanya participated in the Gender and HIV South Asia Regional Consultation held at New Delhi on May 17th and 18th 2004.
State: 

· Ms. Kousalya attended a symposium on STI, HIV and health care issues organized by APAC in Chennai in September 2004.

· Ms. Shanthi attended a state level consultation organized by INP+ in October 2004 in Chennai.

· Ms. Kousalya attended a meeting on ‘Church’s response to HIV/AIDS in October 2004.

Conclusion

Positive Women Network aims to reach out its activities to many more parts of the nation in the coming year. We hope that through outreach, capacity building, networking, advocacy and service provision, Positive Women Network is able to make a difference in the lives of women living with HIV and children in India.

________________________________________________________________

