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POSITIVE WOMEN NETWORK [PWN+]

23, Brindavan street, West Mambalam, Chennai – 33

ANNUAL REPORT

April 2003 – March 2004

INTRODUCTION

Positive Women Network (PWN+), a self-help organization of women living with HIV, has been functioning from Chennai since October 1998.The goal of PWN+ is to improve the quality of life of women living with HIV in India.It is an affiliated organisation of the national network, INP+.

REPORT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR 2003 – 2004

Overview

Positive Women Network, functioning as national organisation has been able to extend its services beyond the restricted southern regions this year. The progress activity has been greatly achieved through the hard efforts of the board members and the state level partners of INP+. This year, PWN+ has gradually scaled up its activities from mobilizing to capacity building and formation of women’s wing at state levels. An overview on all PWN+ activities is given below:

Major programmes of PWN+

Board members

The board members of PWN+ selected during the AGM (2003) are

Ms.Kousalya-President

Ms.Asha-Vice President

Ms.Padmaja-General secretary

Ms.Varalakshmi-Treasurer

Ms.Bindu-Joint Secretary

Ms.Shabana-Executive member

Ms.Rajalakshmi- Executive member

Ms.Rajalakshmi, office bearer passed away two months after the AGM (2003)

All Women’s capacity building workshop -Supported by INP+

An all women’s capacity building workshop was held in Chennai in August 2003. The participants were from Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, and Andhra Pradesh. The workshop, supported by INP+ was held for three days, and focussed on basic information on HIV, sex and sexuality, PPTCT, opportunistic infections, and positive living.

Legal literacy Workshops for Women living with HIV – 
State level-Funded by UNIFEM

Legal literacy workshops were conducted in the states of Karnataka, Kerala, and Maharashtra in order to create awareness among women living with HIV about law, HIV and their rights. Technical support for these workshops was provided by MARG, New Delhi.

Strengthening of Women’s group in coordination with state level networks

Funded by INP+ core cost

Visits to states of Kerala, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh were made for the purpose of strengthening of Women’s group and for networking and advocacy activities during this year.

Visioning Workshop for PWN+, Southern region 

- Funded by UNIFEM

A visioning and missioning workshop was organized by PWN+ with the support of UNIFEM in the month of March 2004. This visioning was for Southern region comprising members from Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, and Andhra Pradesh.

Public hearings on ‘Addressing concerns of Women living with HIV’ in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu 

Funded by National Commission for Women

The National commission for Women, New Delhi called for organizing public hearings for women living with HIV to express their issues to the society. These hearings were conducted as a result of the documentation on issues of WLHA ‘positive speaking’, a study done by PWN+ and CFAR, which brought out the human rights violations of WLHA. Public hearings in the states of Karntaka and Tamil Nadu were organized with the NCW in the months of January and February 2004. The recommendations of the hearings were submitted to the NCW for dissemination.

Fund raising

Greeting cards focussing on positive living were printed and sold to Government and bilateral agencies as part of fund raising in December 2003.

World AIDS day programme for children and volunteers 

Funded by TNSACS, CYP and sponsored by Madras cosmopolitan Ladies circle 38.

A world AIDS day programme was organized this year for children, where they were made to paint pictures, sing and dance, and given an opportunity to exhibit their talents. Gifts were distributed to the children. In the afternoon, a special programme felicitating volunteers was held with support from CYP.

Development of IEC materials

· A Tamil brochure on HIV and positive living was developed.(supported by TNSACS)

· Referral slip for PWN+ was developed and printed.(supported by CAPACS)

· Posters on positive living were developed by PWN+ in four languages(Telugu,Kannada,tamil and English).(supported by TNSACS)

Capacity – Building programmes of the staff 

· leadership-training programme organized by the UNDP at New Delhi 

· Positive speakers training programme organized by INP+ at New Delhi – May 2003.

· MIS training programme organized by INP+ in Mysore – May 2003.

· Street theatre training 

· Training program on reproductive health issues by Dr. Amudha - July 2003.

· GIPA training Programme for three days organized by INP+  - November 2003.

· A training on sex and gender and legal literacy workshop module was held for the staff by Ms. Geetha Ramaseshan – March 2004

Media contacts

A.Print media:

English: 

· In India - The Hindu, Indian Express, Deccan Herald, Times of India, Pioneer magazine

· International - Positive Nation magazine, Marie Claire magazine, The Independent Newspaper, UK

Tamil:

· Dinamani newspaper 

· Dinathanthi newspaper

· Dinamalar newspaper

· Manaimalar magazine (Religious magazine)

Kannada:

· Prajavani

· Kannada prabha

B. Radio:

· In India: BBC radio interviews, All India radio 

· International: BBC world service radio (3 interviews), Woman’s hour talk show, UK, BBC Tamil News radio, UK

C. Television:

      In India:

· Interview on NDTV -  English 

· Vijay TV -  Tamil

· Sun TV – Tamil

· Tamizhan TV – Tamil

· ZEE TV - Hindi

· Doordarshan - Tamil and English – Sharing, and live talk show

International:

ZEE TV – ASIA today, UK

BBC – ASIA today, UK

Other programmes

Youth Ambassadors for positive living project 

– Funded by Commonwealth Youth Programme, Chandigarh.

Youth Awareness Programmes in colleges were conducted regularly by involving women living with HIV as positive speakers under the CYP project. The role of youth in de-stigmatizing HIV / AIDS was focussed upon. Information materials were also distributed. Volunteerism among them was encouraged. The Main aim of the Project was for using the services of young people living with HIV /AIDS to create awareness on HIV/AIDS. As a result of the success of the college programmes, the positive speakers of PWN+ were invited to the camps organized by youth groups to address people in the community also.

STATE REPORTS

Tamilnadu

The major activities include counselling, networking and Advocacy with Government and Non government agencies, initiating and strengthening district level networks, conducting school/college programmes were done this year.

Acheivements

Districts covered this year in Tamil Nadu include

Thirunelveli,Virudhunagar,Kanyakumari,Erode,Coimbatore,Madurai,Trichy,Perambalur,Namakkal,Vellore and Theni

The issues, which were taken up for advocacy during the year included

· Removal of old and insensitive IEC materials.

· Public interest litigation work against advertisements of cure for HIV.

· Quack doctors’ menace

· Stigma and discrimination and issues faced by WLHA

Successful change through networking

· Sponsorship for children’s education.

· Sponsorship for small savings schemes of members.

Drop-in center for Women living with HIV in Chennai

· Funded by Chennai Corporation AIDS prevention and Control society (CAPACS)

This programme focussed on establishment of a drop-in center in chennai to enable WLHA to access information, psychosocial support, counselling, and other referral services. WLHA were encouraged to visit the drop-in center during the daytime for relaxation purposes also. Networking with all the VCTCs, PPTCTs, and hospitals in chennai was done. This project was initiated in January 2004.

District level legal literacy Workshop for women living with HIV in Erode

· Funded by TNSACS – UNDP

PWN+ received a project from TNSACS to organize district level legal literacy workshops in Tamil Nadu, the first of which was organized in Erode during this year in the month of March 2004. The legal literacy workshop was for women living with HIV, and the technical resource person was Ms. Geetha Ramaseshan, Advocate, Chennai High Court.

Positive living IEC documentation

· Funded by TNSACS

PWN+ initiated a project to document case studies on positive living of WLHA at district levels in Tamil Nadu. Various case studies were collected for documentation.

Karnataka

Ms.Asha the contact person and also the vice president of the network. Programmes organized through PWN+ include, legal literacy workshop, Positive speaking study and Public hearing.

Capacity – Building of WLHA in Karnataka

-Funded by ICHAP, Bangalore
This project involves organizing capacity-building programmes for women living with HIV from seven districts in the state of karnataka. Key contacts at district levels would be identified, advocacy programmes, support group meetings, and networking would be done. This project is being implemented by the Women’s forum of KNP+ and is being technically supported by PWN+.

Andhra

Training was provided to representatives from Andhra Pradesh who came to PWN+ for an exposure visit in May 2003.Following this visits were made to Andhra to motivate women to form the women’s wing. Issues and needs of women were documented and capacity building programme was organized for women living with HIV from different districts of Andhra with the support of APSACS.Ms.Swapna is the contact person from Andhra.

Kerala

Ms.Bindu, joint secretary of PWN+ is the contact person for PWN+ from this region. Major programmes organized through PWN+ include legal literacy workshop, study on gender and HIV and positive speaking supported by UNIFEM.
Maharashtra

Ms.Shabana, Board member of PWN+ has been actively representing issues of women living with HIV in Mahrashtra.Legal literacy was the major programme that was conducted through PWN+. Apart from this various programmes for capacity building and income generation programmes.

Representation of PWN+ Board members in other committees:

Ms. Kouslaya, President, PWN+ (chennai)

TNSACS Executive committee

Global coalition of WLHA

ICW – Asia trustee

UNIFEM-Gender and AIDS

Ms.Asha Ramaiah, Vice president, PWN+ (Bangalore):

Sex workers collective board – advisory committee member from may 2004.

Resource person- school AIDS education program - since September 2003

Resource person - on request – for training of officials

Ms.Padmaja, General secretary, PWN+, (chennai):

CAPACS executive committee

Ms. Shabana Patel, Office bearer, PWN+ (Maharashtra):

Executive committee member, Mumbai district AIDS control society
National representations

· Ms. Kousalya participated in a core group meeting regarding INP+/APN+ human rights study on 1st July 2003.

· Ms. Kousalya, and Ms. Shanthi participated in a national consultation in NewDelhi regarding the human rights study done by PWN+ and CFAR in July 2003.

· Ms. Kousalya made a presentation in the parliamentarians’ forum on the 26th of July 2003.

· Ms. Kousalya participated in a civil society and UNAIDS meeting in New Delhi on the 29th of July 2003.

· Ms. Shanthi participated in the two - day workshop organized by the ILO in July 2003.

· Ms. Kousalya participated in a workshop on ethical guidelines for vaccine trials, organized by IAVI on the 11th and 12th of August 2003.

· Ms. Kousalya made a presentation on the situation of ARV in India in the IAVI meeting on the 12th of August 2003.

· Ms. Kousalya participated in a committee meeting on Gender and HIV at UNIFEM on the 13th of August 2003.

· Ms. Kousalya participated in a workshop organized by the National commission for women on stigma and discrimination on the 13th of August 2003.

· Ms. Kousalya participated in a state level meeting organized by NMP+ in Pune from the 21st to the 25th of August 2003.

· Ms. Kousalya participated in a policy discussion meeting organized by TNSACS on the 26th of August 2003.
· Ms. Shanthi and Ms. Kousalya participated in a consultation on draft legislation by Lawyers collective on the 6th of September.

· Ms. Kousalya participated in a core committee meeting on GIPA in NewDelhi in September 2003.

· Ms.Kousalya represented PWN+ at the release of the Media Guidelines in Delhi on 9th October 2003.

· Ms.Kousalya presented a session on Care and support with PWN+ perspective at the care and support Workshop organized by Alliance on 12th to 14th October 2003 at Madurai.

· Ms. Shanthi and Ms. Rajeswari participated in a Blood Donation programme organized by TNSACS in October 2003.

· Ms.Padmaja presented a session on the study findings in Tamilnadu at the ILO organized workshop at Delhi on 14th of October 2003.

· Ms.Rajeswari participated and contributed in the painting programme organized by UNDP on 29th and 30th of October 2003.
· Ms. Kousalya participated in the release of the CEDAW study findings in New Delhi on the 25th of November 2003.

· Ms. Julie participated in a gender and HIV committee meeting organized by UNIFEM in November 2003 at New Delhi.

· Ms. Padmaja made a presentation on the need for access to treatment at the MGR university conference organized at Chennai in November 2003.
· Ms. Shanthi participated in a microfinance workshop on the 22nd and 23rd of December 2003 in New Delhi.

· Ms. Kousalya participated in a parliamentarian session on HIV legislation December 2003 in New Delhi.
· Ms. Shanthi participated in a three-day workshop on sexual rights at New Delhi on the 6th of January 2004.

· Ms. Kousalya was the resource person at a meeting organized by Futures group international at Agra in January 2004.

· Ms. Kousalya was the resource person at a gender and HIV training programme in January 2004.
· Ms. Shanthi and Ms. Padmaja participated in the ARV drug proposal preparation meeting (TANCAP). Ms. Shanthi presented on the situation in perambalur in February 2004.

· Ms. Kousalya was the resource person in a workshop organized by the Common Wealth Youth Programme in Indore in February 2004.

International representations

· Ms. Kousalya participated in the Global Coalition of Women in London as a committee member in February 2004.
· Ms. Kousalya and Ms. Lavanya participated in a gender and HIV meet organized by VSO in London from the 16th to the 22nd of November 2003.

PROJECTS

Positive Women Network was involved in the following projects during the year.

Long term

Directly implemented through PWN+

1. Networking and Advocacy of women living with HIV/AIDS – Funded by TNSACS, Tamil Nadu.

2. Youth Ambassadors for positive living project – Funded by Commonwealth Youth programme, Chandigarh.

3. Drop-in centre for women living with HIV in Chennai – Funded by CAPACS, Chennai.

Implemented through State level Women’s forum

Capacity – building of Women living with HIV in Karnataka – Funded by ICHAP, Karnataka – Implemented by Women’s forum of KNP+.

Short term

1. Legal literacy workshops for women living with HIV in Maharashtra, Karnataka and Kerala – Funded by UNIFEM, New Delhi.

2. Strengthening of Women’s group in coordination with state level networks – Funded by INP+ core cost.

3. World AIDS day programme for children and volunteers – Funded by TNSACS,CYP and sponsored by Madras cosmopolitan Ladies circle 38.

4. Visioning Workshop for PWN+, Southern region – Funded by UNIFEM.

5. Public hearings on ‘Addressing concerns of Women living with HIV’ in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu – Funded by National Commission for Women.

6. District level legal literacy Workshop for women living with HIV in Erode – Funded by TNSACS – UNDP

